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MRT TOUR
STARTS SUNDAY

MISSOULA, Mont.--The Montana Repertory Theater (MRT) hits the road Sunday as the 26 members of the
unique semi-professional company travel to 14 cities in Montana, Idaho, and Utah to
give 42 performances of Arthur Miller's drama "Death of a Salesman" and Oscar Wilde's
comedy "The Importance of Being Earnest."
Directed by Dr. Firman H. Brown Jr., UM drama chairman, MRT has rapidly developed
as the Rocky Mountain area's veteran touring group.

Last year, the MRT traveled to 12

cities and played 30 performances, and last fall the young and spirited company per
formed the musical "The Unsinkable Molly Brown" on an international USO tour.

The MRT

attains unique status because of the professional settings it transports under the su
pervision of production manager

Richard H. James.

Featuring the young talents of the best actors and actresses from this region, the
MRT boasts of performers who have worked with the American Theater in Rome, the South
Coast Repertory, the Ashland, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Bigfork Summer Playhouse,
the Red Door Players of Couer d'Alene, the Brewery Theater and other well-known groups.
MRT members are selected on the basis of talent and previous experience.

The company

is the Northwest's only resident repertory theater which can mount and tour productions
in this fashion and serve the largest land area in the United States without access to
a professional theater.
Founded under a grant from the Montana Arts Council to provide the best of theatri
cal entertainment to isolated communities, the MRT has gained strong support from the
National Foundation for the Humanities and Arts by a special grant this year.

"Audience

support has been exceptionally strong, and the MRT has won accolades for its previous
productions and tours," Dr. Brown said.
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